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HOT TIMES IN COLUMBIA

RUNNERS SWELTER
AT CLYDE’S XXVI

I never look back,” said Annapolis’ Jill
Hargis, winner of the 26th Annual Clyde’s
American 10k in Columbia. But if she had
looked back, she might have seen the Striders’
own Julie Thienel gaining on her. Hargis,
who had never run in Columbia before, seized
an early lead on the hilly course and didn’t
know who was behind. Over the last two hills,
Thienel had cut the lead from nearly a minute
to 30 seconds and then 20 seconds in the last
half mile. But she couldn’t quite make up the
time and finished 12 seconds behind,
nevertheless running her best-ever time at
Clyde’s. Both women noted that the warm,
sunny spring weather adversely affected their
performances. “Yes,” said Hargis, “It was a
good day for a party.”

The men’s race saw John Supsic repeat his
winning performance from last year’s Clyde’s.
This time, he took the lead near two miles, but
then had to reckon with the long uphill at four
miles. “That hill on Route 108 is NOT my
favorite hill,” John stated. After surmounting
the hill, Supsic had gained 23 seconds on
second place Eric Estrada who could not close
the gap in the remaining two miles. In fact,
Supsic extended his lead and finished a
minute ahead of second place, running five
seconds faster this year than last year. Will
he run even faster in 2005? “We’ll see,” John
said.

A real struggle developed between T'om
Williams and Paul Bourg, who dueled for
third place. Striders know Mr. Williams as a
premiere Bagel Runner and hero of the 2004
Challenge 10 Miler. The duel lasted for
several miles, the last two of which were well-
known to the Bagel Runner. The race came
(Clyde’s continued on p. 2)

Tom Williams missed a top-three finish at
Clyde’s by a couple of seconds. (photo by Tim
Orman)

Julie Thienel, Runner of the Year (2003)
almost won Clyde’s. (photo by Tim Orman)






